x.]                       From 1829 to 1868.
tionary and agrarian at once, and characterised by a savage
war against rent and landlords.
The emigration from Ireland, meanwhile, had continued;
it was being developed into that great exodus of the Irish race
which has so powerfully affected subsequent events. The
Queen visited Ireland in 1849; notwithstanding the famine
and the late rising she received an enthusiastic greeting, an
incident that conveys its own lesson; that the visit has not
been often repeated and prolonged has been one of the few
mistakes of a most glorious reign. Society in Ireland was now
gradually settling down; the occasion seemed a fitting one to
make a great experiment in the adjustment of Irish landed
relations. Little had hitherto been done for the occupier of
the soil; but the events of the last few years, it was thought,
would make the subject of his tenure of slight importance; and
the Government turned their eyes towards the Irish landed
gentry. That order of men, from many causes, of which mere
extravagance was certainly the least, had had their estates
heavily charged with debt; the law made the transfer of these
difficult; and they had suffered terribly through the effects of the
famine. At the same time they had lost most of their political
power since 1828, and the events that followed; they had
become divided more and more from their tenants; they had
been deprived of much local influence, through the growing
bureaucratic rule of the Castle; and they had, as a class,
provoked opinion in England, which forgot that the evictions it
condemned had been encouraged by the State and made a
part of its policy. They were, in a word, weak, isolated, and
unpopular; it was resolved to expropriate by a summary
process as many of the body as it was supposed could not
fully discharge the duties of property. An Act of Parliament
of the most drastic kind was passed to effect the sale of Irish
Encumbered Estates, and a tribunal was set up to carry out its
objects. The proceedings that followed had too much resem-